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AUSTRALIA AND PEARL

HARBOUR MESSAGE

U.S. AllegationsPuzzling
By ROSS GOLLAN,Our Canberra Correspondent;

Would undelayedtransmission from Australiaon Dec-
ember6, 1941,of a despatchby ColonelMerleSmith,then
UnitedStatesmilitary attache at

Melbourne,

have helpedto
forewarnthe Americans of the Japanese attackon Pearl
Harbour?

Thatis a
question whichapparently

has to be
inferredfrom last Thursday's proceedingsin Washington of
the United States SenatePearlHarbour

investigation

com-
mittee.It is a

questionwhichcan hardlygo
unanswered

if it
is likelyto causeeventhe least

misunderstanding

between two
nationswho were made

blood-brothers

by the Pacificwar.

BUT the memories of Australian

observers

who were close to the
Australian Governmentscene in the
week beforePearl Harbourhardly
agreewithall the

evidence givento
the Senate committee

by ColonelRufus
Bratton, chiefof the United States

Army'sFar Eastern military intelli-

gence section.

ColonelBrattonsaidthatthe
Australian

Government

heldup for17 hours a mili-

tary
attache's message warningthe United

States War
Department

and the Hawaii

Commandthat the Dutch Government

hadputitswarplaninto
operation because

of
Japanese naval movements.

He added
thatthe messagewas finally delivered

12
hoursafterthe

Japanese begantheirattack

on Pearl Harbour.

A Senator Fergusonasked Colonel
Bratton whetherhe knewif the

Australian

Government

had held the messageuntil

it couldhavea Cabinet meeting. Colonel

Bratton replied,

"I thinkthatwas it."
Against Colonel Bralton's thoughthere

is some of your
correspondent's recollec-

tionof the few
Australian

daysbefore
PearlHarbour, verified

by
reference

to his
clippings

of the period.

Late on the
afternoon

of Friday,Decem-

ber5, 1941,he
happened

to be in a small

groupof peopleto whomJohnCurtin,

Prime Minister of Australia,was talking

on the stepsof
Victoria Barracks,

Mel-
bourne.

The SignalArrives

The talk couldnot have been far
removedfrom the only subjectwhichwas
in

Australians'

mindsat that moment:the

real purposeof the Japanese expedition

whichwas sailingsouthfrom its home-
land.

Withpapersin his hand,Mr. (nowSir
Frederick) Shedden, Secretaryof War
Cabinet, approached

the groupand called

Mr. Curtin aside. The papers contained

the signalin which the Dutch said that

theywereputtingtheirwar planinto
operation

and askedfor promised Aus-
tralian co-operation.

As soonas he had seenthe
signal,

Mr.
Curtin ordered the reassemblyof War
Cabinet, whichhad

adjourned
a little

while
previously.

The War Cabinet meet-
ing began within halfan hour, and lasted

only25
minutes.

It
approved

an
immediate

beginning
with the

co-operation

for which
the Dutchasked.

Mr. Curtinmade no
announcements

in

his own name afterthat meeting. But
very latethe same night he heldthe
smallest and most importantof all his
Press

conferences
in his

sitting-room

at a
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Melbournetemperancehotel.He stressed

his feelingthat the
Australianpublic

neededto know forthwiththe gravityof
the position.

Following that conferenceyour corres-
pondentsentfrom

Melbourne,

witha pre-
face that it wasnotof a type whichneed

or shouldbe submittedto
censorship,

news
matterwhichcan be foundin filed
copies of the "Herald" of

Saturday,

December 6, 1941.

War Or Peace

It began:"The
question

of war or peace

in the Pacific may be decided withinthe
next few days.Chief

developments

of
thepast24 hoursas nowknownin Aus-

traliaare:—
"(1) The almostcertainbreakdown of

negotiations betweenthe United States and
Japan.

"(2) The continued steady southward

movement, establishedby democratic
reconnaissance,

of a Japanese amphibious
expedition,

with a
destination

and objects

which Japan has failedto declare in reply

to
inquiries

by the UnitedStates.

"(3) The puttinginto operation yesterday

of a sectionof
previously prepared plans

for
collaboration

betweenAustraliaand
the

Netherlands
East Indiesin any cir-

cumstanceswhich expose either country to
the

possibilities
of

aggression."

Otherpassagesread:"The purposeof
the southward movement of the Japanese
expedition

is regarded in high quarters as

the realkey to the whole Pacific problem

as it has
developed

thisweek.

"The
expedition

is movingin
directions

whichcouldmean either aggressionforth-

withor a desireto
achieve strategic points

from which
aggressionwouldbe possible

at any momentJapan desired.

"WhetherMalaya,the
Netherlands

East
Indies

or someother area, eventhe
Philip-

pine
Islands,

is thegoalof the
expedition

willbe
decidedonlyby theevent.

"Itis now knownthatthe trendof
eventsin thelastfewdays, both diplo-

matically

and
strategically,

has madeit
necessary

to
implement portionof the

NetherlandsEast
Indies-Australia

section
of the

democratic cohesionplan.
"A

communication
from the Netherlands

East Indieswas,it is
believed,

the reason

for the
summoning

of
to-night'semergency

meetingof War Cabinet, whichagreedthat
the planshouldbe put intoaction.

"The positionof the UnitedStatesin

the Pacific drama as it is
unfolding itself

the Pacific drama as it is
unfolding itself

is beingwatched intently by Ministers.

The latest development followsthe virtual
breakdown of talks betweenthe United
Statesand Japan,not betweenany other
nationand Japan.

"It is thoughtin
authoritative circlesin

Australia
thatit is

difficult

to
envisage

any
developments

from the presentcrisis in
which other Pacific Democracies

could be
involved to the exclusionof the United
States.

"If Japanis benton
aggression,

it has,
it is

considered,

as muchpurpose in being
aggressive

to the
Philippines

as to any
other country.

"The actionnow beingtakenin concert

by the
Netherlands

East Indiesand Aus-
traliais, it is

understood,

known to the
United States authorities."

Curtin Incredulous

Incidentally,

the fact that a Japanese

side-swingat Pearl Harbourwas com-
pletelyout of all Australian imaginings

was best
demonstrated

by Mr. Curtin's

own commentwhen he was shakenawake
to hear the news of the Pearl Harbour

bombing, which occurred in Australian

time earlyon the morningof Monday,

December 8, 1941.
"I don'tbelieveit," said the

Australian

Prime Minister.

What are the obviousdeductions for
purposes of the present potential con-
troversy from the factsgivenabove?

Firstly,the alleged 17 hourshold-up by
the AustralianGovernmentcould not un-
aided have prevented the American mili-
tary attache's despatch being delivered

long before the Pearl Harbour attack.

Nearly 48 hours elapsed betweenpubli-
cationon the Saturday morningin major
Australian newspapersof the fact, now
regarded as vital in the

despatch,
and

the appearanceof Japanese planes over
Hawaii.

Secondly, the hold-upcould not have
been caused by a need for waiting on
Cabinet decisions,which were made by
War Cabinet approximately

60 hours
before the Pearl Harbourattack.

Thirdly,the despatchcould have given
the UnitedStatesno new informationon
the movements of the Japanese expedition.

The Netherlands and Australia were
actually acting on the

information
which

they were themselvesreceiving from
United States observation

of the expedi-

tion's movements.

Fourthly, it was the
Australian Govern-

ment'sown belief,on the Australian Friday

night before Pearl Harbour, that the
UnitedStateswas aware that the Dutch
plan was being put into immediate

operation.
Fifthly,so far from wantingto hold

information back from the United States
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Government,the Australian Government

knew that it was in Australia'snational

interest that the United States shouldbe
supplied with everypossible pointerto the
seriousness

of the position. The Australian

nightmare for months and months before
Pearl Harbour had in fact been that Japan

wouldstrikeonly at British possessions
in

the Pacific, that the American electorate

might regard sucha war as not its im-
mediate concern, and that American entry
to the war would not occur until Japan

had a conquered Australia as
springboard

for further attack on the Democracies.

Was ThereDelay?
Froman

Australianpointof view,it
all boils down to whether there was, in
fact, a delay in

transmitting

any message

sentat thattimeby the
American Military

Attache.

If therewas a delay,theremay be
need for a heresyhunt amongst Australian

bureaucrats.

On the face of it, it seems

that the despatch could not have averted

Pearl Harbour. But it might have stressed

to a friendly Government facts which the
AustralianGovernmentmust have desired

that friendly Government

to have in the
forefront of its mind.

Last week was
politically quiet.The

general election shot-gun was bringing

nearer a stateof
companionate marriage

betweenthe Liberaland Country parties.

As the lastof his not few dramaticPar-
liamentary strokes, Mr. Colesthrewin a
resignation

whichmay resultin a poli-
tically instructive by-election.

Therehave been numbersof recentsigns

that at the general elections

the Govern-

mentmay find
Victoria hardergoingthan

some other States. Considering
all the

circumstances,

the Victorian general elec-
tiona little while backdid not produce

the resultsLabour could have expected.

It put a Labour Government

intooffice,

but not with the clear-cutmajority that
had lookedon the cards.No Labour
candidate ran in the Wimmera by-election

a weekago,but
electors showed littletime

for other
candidates

of radical views.If
a real

Labour-Liberal

fightcomesoff in
Henty,figureswill be worth studying.

Not
that Labourcan win the seat.


