Hut homes mean life
with little hope

Bv JIM MULCAHY
Last week | saw a young bare-footed mother with o three-year-old

child balanced on her hip struggling up a steep slope in the Victoria

Park housing camp.

It was the hopeless ex-

preasion on her face —

that made me ask myself:
“lin’t there anyihing better
for this girl and the mothaer
of young Anstralign="?

The mothers look was
the glnzed—and sometimes
defenaive—Ilook that you can
lind on some faces o all
housing exmps,

It must come Irom  the
herding together of fomilies
with little privacy in metom-
modation L 1 wouldl rate
sub-standard.

Laxt week | inspecied Lhe
Brishane camps at Vietoria

Park, Gregary Terrace,
Wacel, Holland Park and

nlin

And 'i*'mma AWAY with a
jump io my (hroat — pity
for the many children Lthat
:uml :tun: sich a bad start

Should see

Bome children, like their
parents, were unkempt, and
othem, nlso like gheir pur-
fnis, ® e to he well
cared for,

“’g;teulrh their future, t:.'m:
pert 2se  youngsters
spend In housing camps 1A
nit going to do them any

The Stale Government
sava il Is nhl.un rid of the
temporary ho CRHIpS
as  golekly as i can—hui
1 ¥ ndvise all mem-
bern the Siate Parlia-
ment and  Brishane Clty
Counecil aidermen Lo In-

Tﬂ?‘ these ramps.
ot them take = look al

olpsely-packed Vickoria Park
cimp or the mixed commun-
ity at Wacol

I think they wotld agres
we could get rid of the
camps mare qulckly

Some gardens

b Bilea sme  blemes mraniE
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the responsibility
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And, liks me. they prob-
nily would receive a  steg-
gering binw to the smugness
with which 1 mainly re-
garded Brisbans

Conditions are primitive
and some {amilins could
b= taught elementary hy-
tenic. On the othar

rave little gardens hioam-
ing calour outside some huls
ere testimony of the oc-
ruplers' attempt to improve
Ltheir ot

On tnp of the stany hill
at Victoria Park a young
migrant woman was l!nl‘l!.!
her washi in an al
copper oulside & drab hul
as she waiched olfers
playing on the well-kepi
colirse helow.

I could oot help thinking:
Why bring these people oul
if we cant house them
adequately ? I  also  won-
dered whether the old and
New Australisns n  thess
campa  helped themselves
enough

Slums next

I would not like to hove
of the
Houslng Minlter (Mr. Hil-
Lonh,

Far it is hi= problem o

|plean out. the camps before

they become broken down

sluma and provide other ac-
commaodation,
And somebew he will

have to find an answer (o
the oeoleured problem,
There are same ooloured

famillen st Vietoria Park
and Holland Park, but the
majurily are ai Warnl,

These [amilleg eould end
up N squaior at Waool

Bamn woilld have to bo
socially adjusted o b2 ac-
cepted in the general com-
munity

“Life” up

The camps, bullt as einierg-

hand, ¥

LA uil |

The campa. Bullt s ¢inerg- |
enrr troop wsccommodstion
during the war, were auE-
d to have a seven o 10-
year Wle. That's up now.

At the present rate of de-
molition the housing camps|
will be with us [(or many
CATE, [
Clenerally, the cEMp
grounds were clean, is clean
a3 Housing Commission
workmen oan kesp them.

les Lo keap
any do, a few don'l. And |
it s this few that make
Hfe n misery for Lhe |
| others.
Last week about P00 fmm-
| {es mnd 2000 children were
lving in Kalinga, Victoria
Park, Gregory Torraoe, Hol-
lwmd Park, and Wacol

Will not go .

In most camps there are
long-term families have
refused bettér acoommidn-
tinn preferring to f'&? the
jow rent of about £l a werk,

I wana told af one f{amily
that had been in one camp
for Hx years

Lasi year's renart of Lhe
Queensinnd Housing Com-
mission sava: “A fair per-

cenlage af sccupants  of
these establishments re-
jorted offers ol houses
made to them™

Camp roads generally are
in & shocking ¢ondition  snd

sppear (o have had  Little
| malntenanoe
Trees risk
This s how | pmw the

houning cemps.—

VICTORIA TARK — In|
huls crowded logether I88
old and New Australian|
familles with more than 700
| ehildren live on ateen slopes,

The arta la depressing. the
huts wre ghowing the signs
of ranid deterioration, and
| snme have hﬂﬂ!_ enntlemned
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rnm: have been cmdemm:d
and removed, The worst ele-|
menly in the esommunity
have bren evicted, but 1t
still no ¢ Lo bring up
r..hiid.rln nidm'u say there
f" tree branches
uun: an I:mu.

A well ipped gymna-|
sium helps tm children
and youths out of milchﬂm
But st midday last
toddlers wersa roaming
around In ‘between the huts |

Parking area?

GREGORY TERHACE. —
Nuﬂlnt amongst trees and
with & dress circle view of
the Vigtoris Park golf course, !
its 200 families regard it u|
the best camp with Ita close-
nm to the city. |

But this {s no resson why
it should be there |

If the councll does not|
went (it hack for o park It
should B2 tirmed inta g
parking aren. It eould be
the answer (o Brishand's
parking headache with [l
trolley bus hook-up,

l[nLIl'-ni. — Thisy camp
?tur:x 1o in [atr shape, |
it is unhr and s blot on
the surroundin aren, It
should pot be g diffieult tack|
to gnll thess huta for removal
and pluce the 38 famiiies 0
ather accommodatlion

Being cleared

HOLLAND FPARK — The|
number of [amillas has
shrunk from 800 wy 148 =g
muts have been removed pnd
hiouses arectead. Between 100/

and 500 children ar= aocom-
modated in o Biale and a
canvent school i the camp.

This camp is dilapidated.
but probably no warse Lthan
Yictorla Park and Wagal

It wur p wisn decislon of
the Government to Siart
demolitlons

WACOL —This |s a gloomy
tAmD s=ei ofi a woodsd slope,
Muany huts sppear to be In
bad shape. Although mseny
of the 200 families are cnl-
oured there 8 very  lcile
colour  diserimination, ac-
carding Lo residents
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